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,j”? THE YEAR WAS 1954 | was sevenAt Christmad received nore presents than ever before or ,j’{,"‘
PN e
‘fi since After more than sixty year$or an entirely different reasothat holiday still lurks with ‘ﬁl
) )
E? lupinemalevolence éepinsidemy temporal lobe ﬁ@
& «
ok e
o DESPITE EXTREME DIVERSITYin character and temperament within the extended family,
o : . : : o
égﬁ my parents felt inecessaryo invite a fewlocal relatives to eoliday party at our houseAlso é’“{f‘
o . . . . H o
«l included werea few family friends, nei ghbor s, mﬂZ
“} Republican cronies. | never ran a head count, but our small house was bursting at the seaﬁr:s.
¢ {
,}“’g?* Imagine a collection of Arabs and Jews attending a Middle East Tupperware party. Check tI@\?
oy s
!ﬁﬂl IEDs at the door, pleasblo mistletoe over the doorway. Veradtytrap would have been more f;f;
) , Y
(ﬁa appropriate. (ﬁa
,}"{“ Grandpa Clark was ouannualChristmas fixture. Hesmelled trouble anavould have (‘{{“
ses 24
(fi preferred to skip this debacle, but his mother was invited. Ingteastocked up on extra Prince 'il
) : S : ¥
E@ Albert in a can and checked the forecast, anticipakigndectold-weathemretreatdo avoid the ﬁ@
Y predictable conflict inside the war zone. Yy
s A
& Cl ar kds mo Grartham Woléott, miasr aagenuine American bibod with o
o . . . . . ¢
éo@ ancestors including no less than four presidents, seven first ladies, a passenger on the Mayflovx@
é\? and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Her nickname was Granky, perfect{}}?
s e
(‘:’f descriptiveof a woman only harmful bacteria could lo&he was aotund apgrition dressed in (‘%
¢ . : . ¢
(;"g‘“ a buttoned black gowwith ruffled white-cuffed sleeves anblack laced bootgopped witha (‘g‘*
“i white laced doily headpiece trimmed in blacktifg apart from others like giant cane toad, «i
(‘:% she glared at everyonebut spoke to noneSince Granky opened her moutlonly to eaf | (‘%
¢ ¢
(;"i“ envisionedcher withsharply pointed front teeth suitable for gnashing flesh. She was Queen Lizzi%”{‘*
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